
Dear Praying Friends,                   January  2009
 

Eph 5:20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;

    This past month the Lord gave a unique opportunity to give thanks because of the name  Jesus Christ.  Ken  has the opportunity 
to go into a local junior high school to help with English.  As  an  assignment the students were to find words in their dictionary with 
the long “i” sound.  Only two or three students are picked at “random” to pronounce these words in front of the whole class.  One  of 
the students found that pronunciation in the name  Jesus Christ! Ken  took the opportunity to give a short explanation of who Jesus  
Christ was and  the meaning  and  purpose of Christ in his name.   Every day we each have opportunities to give thanks and  give 
witness in the name  of the Lord Jesus Christ if we but pray and look for those opportunities and then boldly use them in the power 
of the Holy Spirit.  May  the Lord grant you the boldness this day to do so!
   We  are also thankful for safety on  winter roads with traveling to three other communities for our weekly classes.  Our area of 
Hokkaido has been  unusually cold, then warm, then back to cold several times. Twice now though it has gone  from low 20’s up to 
low 40’s (once  with rain included and the other time just melting) and then back down at least to 30 and freezing again!! Needless 
to say, our roads especially in town are completely ice covered. It is almost easier to drive around than it is to walk around.  In our 
25  years we have never had rain the end of January before.  Weather definitely has done some  changing over the past few years. 
 We  are thankful for a vehicle that works, a warm house and a Saviour who provides for us!! 
    These cold temperatures are not the easiest to do carpentry in but Ken  has also continued to make his weekly trips to Shibetsu 
to help with the Minks family mission  building renovation.  A  certain list of things is desired to be accomplished again  this year 
before our reporting trip to the United States at the end  of February.  With two weeks of vacation from school activities during 
January, Ken  took those two weeks to be there from Tuesday to Friday for some  extended work to be done including building the 
fourth and final staircase.  This one was the main  staircase into the meeting room  for Sunday and Wednesday services so it was  
extra wide and done in special beautiful wood so it didn’t need to be carpet covered.  This work went on in sub-zero weather mostly 
except for the gluing, which had to be done  in a  heated room.   Praise God  it is finished and  the work on  Brother Minks’  office 
continues.  As  that part of the renovation continues, it also is unheated so everyone certainly looks forward to spring and warmer 
working weather. 
   In March and  April, we will be reporting this year to churches in Minnesota.  It has been  six years since  we have been  there 
together so we look forward to this time.  Usually we also look forward to leaving winter behind but this time imagine we are going 
from one winter to another!  We  appreciate your prayers as we continue to prepare for this trip.  We  want to be an  encouragement 
to those that pray for us and provide for us by God’s  grace. We  also are praying for summer interns, as it will have been two years 
this summer since our last intern was here.  If the Lord would allow we are looking for young men  this summer AND  our desire is 
still to at some  time help a  young  couple prepare for ministry here in Japan  as  well.  If you would like any information on  this 
internship, please always feel free to ask.   We  have printed material that could be sent by email (pdf) or regular mail as  well. 
Because  we will not be around our regular computer, during this reporting time we will be able to post a prayer letter each month 
on the blog web site so that you may  access that site and read our current news there.  If you need to receive a hard copy instead 
during the months we are gone, please let us know. 
    We  have been  or tried to be in contact with each of our believers but some  have not answered or have not been  able to attend 
services recently.  Mrs. Sonoda  manages  to get away from constant care of her 90-year-old father-in-law each Sunday for an  hour 
but is not able now  to be with us much  longer unless her husband  is at home.   The father-in-law is now  blind and  mostly deaf 
although he does use a hearing aid.  He  is in the beginning stages of Alzheimer’s or dementia as well so this is why the constant 
watch care is so important; especially when  winter weather and  exposure would surely kill him if he made  the mistake of going 
outside.  Satan continues to use jobs and family situations to keep our other believers away from regular attendance.  We  feel this 
lack of teaching opportunity keenly at times and  continue to desire your prayers for them and  us as  we pray for freedom  and  a 
yearning for them to be here on a regular basis.
    In one  of the adult English Bible studies, their memory verse for this month is Mark 8:36-- For what shall it profit a man,  if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Ken  used an  illustration to help the class start to understand the meaning  of this 
verse by offering to trade his car keys for one  of the men’s  pens  in his pocket.  Ken  then asked him  after handing him  the car 
keys…was this a  profitable exchange  for the man.   The man  replied yes.  Ken  then asked if you gained the whole world or Bill 
Gates fortune, or the most power any one  could ever have but lost your soul so that you went to hell, would that be a profitable 
exchange?   Much for them to think about and we continue to pray that the Word of God  will not return void! Thank you for praying 
with us.
 Prayer & Praise:

1. Ladies’ faithfulness and baptism; salvation of their family members 
2. Mrs. Sonoda  in care of father-in-law and her daily health 
3. Mrs. Sonoda  as she has the doors open on Sunday a.m.  for us; using online sermons from fellow missionary for sermons 
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4. Preparation for our short reporting trip; That nothing would happen  to ministry or those we desire to reach while we are 
gone 

5. Salvation of those in English classes with Bibles studies as well as other contacts 
6. The chorus that Vicki is a member of had four new ladies join—new opportunities for witnessing 

 
Serving Christ Together, Ken and Vicki Mansell              Just A Prayer At Night – your evening is our daytime
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