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Dear Praying Friends,                                        January 2017  
And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, 
and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much 
love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness. Ezekiel 33:31  But whoso looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. James 1:25 
Oh, the joy when people come together in church to hear the word of God.  Oh, the encouragement to 

the preacher when there are people with love and enthusiasm for the preaching of God's Word. Oh, the depth of the great 
sorrow of the preacher and of the eternal God when after much pretense, we do not DO the truths of scripture that we read 
and hear. Oh, the folly to instead of righteous Godly living, we go the covetous way of the world.   Oh God, help us to be 
excited and committed to both HEAR AND DO thy word that we may be blessed by Thee! 
   After a busy December, January is always slower paced.  This is partially due to almost the whole month being winter 
vacation for schools here.  Beings we are a rural area, families take this opportunity to go to grandpa and grandma’s as well 
as trips to other parts of Japan or abroad.  Many businesses close down for anywhere from 3 or 4 days to a whole week 
around the New Year.  Winter is hard and cold during this time so people also stay indoors in our area of Japan.  So we use 
this month as catch up month—as a breather and a break.  One of the things we do is get together with other Hokkaido 
missionary families for one day of fellowship, food, fun as well as praise and preaching time.  This is always a blessing to us 
all. To be challenged by our conversation and fellowship as we head into the New Year but also to relax and enjoy friendship 
of working together on this island.   
   This month also allowed us an opportunity to get both of our 2017 summer intern young ladies together to visit with them 
by Skype.  We wanted to check in with them on their preparations as well as discuss the ticket possibilities.  They are excited 
and we are continuing to trust the Lord for providing all their summer support as well as some extra for their return to Bible 
school in the fall.  We praise God for answering our prayers concerning relatively good ticket prices and NO overnight stay 
needed on the way or going back for their trip, which can be quite common! We wanted to avoid that if possible!   
Ken continues to plant seeds in people’s mind as he sees them in the schools and in our classes here at the church.  Japanese 
can be so polite and truly seem to show interest but will not move past the interest part into active seeking step.  We so 
desire for some new hearts to be touched and to truly seek.  Pray for the teachers, the students, and the folk Vicki comes in 
contact with in her music and pottery circles.  Pray that they can get past the “But we are Japanese…” and all that means to 
them to see their own needs.   
   Mrs. Sonoda planned on being with us again on Sundays because she thought she wouldn’t have to be in Asahikawa (3-4 
hrs. away) to help out her parents this month.  Unfortunately, her father ended back up in the hospital with water on the 
lungs. So she is still having to go down there every weekend.  Her health is always affected as well and they have the water 
and heat shut off at her parents’ house now that they are in the rest home so it takes her a couple hours to get all back up 
and running again as well as digging out the snow when she gets there.  Thank you for praying for her and her parents. She 
led her mother to the Lord quite a few years ago now but her father still is not responsive beyond wanting to just add “God” 
as another god.  Her husband still needs to be open in his heart and mind as well. 

 
Prayer requests and Praise: 

1.  Mrs. Sonoda hopes to be able to attend more faithfully 
2. New year to provide new opportunities of study and contact 
3. Kristan and Cecily as they continue to prepare to come as summer interns (2017).  
4. Mr. Shimizu who is one of our believers transferred in his job, but keeps in contact with Ken—asking God 

to open a door to transfer him to a different school for teaching during his final four years of teaching. The 
new school year begins in April.   

5. Other believers in Teshio who are in unsaved families and do not easily attend services. –Mrs. Kawabata, 
Mrs. Kuwata, Mrs. Hashimoto 

 

Serving Christ Together,    

Ken & Vicki Mansell      Just A Prayer At Night – Your evening is our daytime! 
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