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But speak now the things that become sound doctrine. Titus 2:1

Our conversations are important for many reasons. The book of Proverbs speaks much about what a wise person and a foolish person say.
Here in Titus, Paul encourages the young preacher Titus to be careful to have his words in line with biblically based facts. This admonition is not
only applicable to preachers but to all believers. Let’s make sure our thoughts and words are secured on solid Bible truth.
We all know that February is a short month and while the first two weeks we didn’t have a lot of news, the latter part of the month made up
for it. We also always love not to have a reason to talk about health once again, but Ken ended up having a bladder infection that caused it to
close off. Antibiotics were prescribed and they even started with IVs, but it was determined the next day, that he should be transferred to a
hospital with a urology department (the same one he was in one exact year ago) and was on IV antibiotics with a catheter for 5 days. The
consensus was that his blood thinner medicine should be cut by half a dosage to help prevent this kind of problem again. He has been gaining
strength again day by day.
Just before he was put in the hospital, we helped the Filipino young lady, KenSan, get tickets to the Philippines because her mother had passed
away suddenly. This was very traumatic for her, and she had a hard life with three half-sisters. Please pray for her as she transitions back to
Teshio but also basically has said she has to put her whole past aside and just go forward. KenSan needs to constantly be encouraged in the
Word even before all this. We need great wisdom in helping her when she gets back in the 2nd week of March.
While Ken was in the hospital, Vicki was able to spend almost 3 hours in fellowship with one of our secret believers, Mrs. Kawabata, who we
always ask prayers for her husband’s salvation. What a precious time it was, including the time of prayer together at the end.
Vicki shared recently between us that she has been at times particularly ‘discouraged’, even while encouraged with those who we are able to
already work with, that there has been no new unsaved person to be interested in Christianity or the Bible in quite some time. We have been
praying for just this sort of prayer to be answered and shortly after Ken returned from the hospital, a local Buddhist priest, Mr. O, came to our
door unannounced and wanted to talk to Ken!! Within a 48-hour period, he came 5 times, 3 of which ended in at least an hour of discussion of
various things about the God of Creation, Jesus His Son, and more. God gave Ken liberty to share various truths including the Romans road to
Mr. O. After the last of those 5 times, he agreed to come and do a six times “Christianity Explained” course with Ken and took a Bible home
with him. They finished the second lesson as we wrote this letter as he has been coming every day. Mr. O is a second-generation Tenrikyo
Buddhist sect priest, having taken over the temple work after his father passed away. We truly covet your prayers for the studies, this man and
his wife (Vicki has known her a long time because she is a member of the same town chorus that Vicki is a part of) and a truly open heart unto
salvation; not just a curiosity of ‘comparing Buddhism and Christianity’. We have already learned several things about this sect, we didn’t know
before and are studying to learn more. It does believe in ‘one god’ and is a ‘new’ religion founded by a Japanese woman in 1838! One way it is
distinct is that it teaches that God the Parent created humanity to live the “Joyous Life” through mutual help and self-reflection, rather than
through asceticism or monasticism. But followers believe they must clear away 8 types of mental ‘dust’: greed, stinginess, anger, etc) that cloud
the mind and prevent joy. Selfless service of gratitude and kindness is a core practice. (this is also a deep part of the Japanese cultural way of
treating others). The human’s body is on loan from god while only the mind and soul belong to the individual. So, beings they do believe in
reincarnation, they believe that the body dies and is returned to god and only the spirit goes on and god gives it another body on loan to live
once again. You can see how this priest might say Christianity is very ‘like” what he believes. Pray please for him to see there IS only one true
CREATOR God and know that he doesn’t have to get rid of his ‘dust’ before he accepts true salvation.
We would also like to have you think about this comparison for prayer. We are asking you to pray for the continued desire to study the Bible
for his own needs and salvation. So, thank you for doing that. But also keep this in your prayers and thoughts: Even in the USA, a priest of a
large catholic cathedral, a bishop in a large LDS church would have dire straights in his life beginning with his job if he got interested in true
biblical Christianity, let alone got biblically saved. On top of that he might lose part or all his family; his reputation and so much more probably
leading to total isolation until his life is filled with those that stand beside him in support, prayers, and faith. Well just deepen that if a Buddhist
priest here got truly saved and announced he no longer believed what he had been teaching and standing for the last 16 years, let alone the
years before him under his father, especially in this small town. And beyond that, in the way of the Japanese. With God all things are possible,
so we truly want to see this man become a full seeker of the Truth, then a Believer in the One True God of the Bible. Finally, to ask the God of
the Universe to save his soul and no need for another body later. Pray for Ken as he continues to lead in these studies. Pray for Satan to be
defeated: Priests many time live in the same extended building where the rituals are held, like us living on the second floor and our church is
on the first floor. The spirits of those they worship and the evil world they dwell in are right there with them. He needs protection in his mind
and body as well.
Prayer Requests:

1. Continue to pray for the salvation of the husbands of: Mrs. Sonoda, Mrs. Kuwata, Mrs. Kawabata

2. For the internship to continue to help the Saltzmans be ready to carry on a ministry of their own

3. Forteaching and mentoring those that are in church fellowship with us currently.
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